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Senior Jailen Swain celebrates as the Generals win on senior night against Salem 62-60. photo by Bethany Johnson

The government shutdown lasted for 35 days, 
but the impact will last much longer. Local 
companies have lost dozens of employees and 
thousands of dollars. Many Americans have 
lost their homes and their ability to pay for 
prescription medicines. The government shut-
down was a stressful reality that has infuriat-
ed many.
“I feel like it’s just become a thing now. It’s 
almost like when a little kid says ‘I’m going 
to hold my breath until you do what I want.’ I 
feel like that’s what’s happening right now in 
D.C. The adults are holding their breath ‘til 
the other adults do what they want and they 
need to understand that it’s really not affect-
ing them, it’s affecting regular people,” Kelly 
Short, journalism and photography teacher 
said.
Senior Johnny Key, and his step-father had 
to work together, just the two of them, to 
make ends meet as the government shutdown 
dragged on week after week. Key’s mother 
works at the Census Bureau. 
“Now we don’t have that privilege, to go and 
do the things that you want to do, and now we 
have to do things that we need to do to sur-
vive,” Key said.   
Key already had a job before the shutdown, 
so that part wasn’t much different, but there 
were other changes.Those being extra stress 
and more important responsibilities. Key had 
to now  help pay the bills, put gas in his moth-
er’s car, and pay for his mother’s much needed 
medicine. 
“She’s too sick to. Like 
she can’t. She could go 
out and get a bartend-
ing job or something 
like that, but she’s way 
too sick to actually go 
out and do those jobs. 
Like she may be able 
to work one night, but 
the next day she may not be able to function,” 
says Key. 
Unfortunately, his mom was unable to get a 
job during this time due to illness. Key’s mom 
suffers from Multiple Sclerosis and had a bat-

tle with cancer. Multiple Sclerosis, according 
to Mayo Clinic, is a disease of the central ner-
vous system that causes damage to the my-
elin sheath around a nerve fiber. This disease 
is an incurable disease. Key’s mom has one of 
the worst types. Her treatments, according to 
Key, are “long and expensive.” She has five to 
six scripts that she has to get filled. One of her 
scripts is as much as $1,200. The income that 
comes in from Key and his step-father barely 
cover the bills. So, the government shutdown 
has prevented Key’s mom from getting treat-
ment. 
 “And this just isn’t about my mom. There’s 
hundreds of ill people that can’t get food, 
medication, or even worse, keep a roof over 
their heads. There’s probably five to ten oth-
er people whose illnesses are hurting them 

in our community, as 
well, with my mother. 
It has affected millions 
of people worldwide,” 
said Key, who has 
shown his annoyance 
with the government 
shutdown before. An-
other thing that Key 
said about the govern-

ment shutdown was that “it’s like slavery. 
You got all these people working at airports. 
All these people calling in to do tax refunds 
and they’re not getting paid. They complain 
about people calling in sick. You expect any-

body else to work at any other company? If 
they’re not going to get paid, they’re not going 
to show up. This isn’t a lay off. The people who 
are going to get unemployment aren’t going to 
get it for another 9-8 weeks. There are people 
who are literally choosing their medicine over 
their rent who are going to be homeless be-
cause of the diseases that they have because 
‘Mr. Big Man’ has a chip on his soldier and 
has to prove something up there in D.C. It’s 
just, he’s using us as pawns. Almost like a 
hostage in a bank robbery. It’s how he’s using 
the government and the citizens. So, I mean 
honestly, it’s not right.”
Adding on to the financial frustration, unem-
ployment was unavailable to them during this 
time, due to the long wait, which as Key pre-
viously stated, was eight to nine weeks. Key 
had to start pulling money out of his savings 
account to help his family. At the beginning 
of January, Key had around $3,000, but last 
week he had $60 left. This was money he was 
saving for college and a house he was going to 
buy. Key said that he wishes he could live “fi-
nancial sound” or to have some money coming 
in on his mom’s end. In a similar situation, ju-
nior Gabriel Petri understands what it’s like 
to have to help your family survive. He, also, 
knows what it’s like to have only one parent 
with income. 
“She wakes up. She goes to her first job. Then, 
when she gets off there, she goes to the other 



Valentines Day Story: 
Seniors Cynthia Flores, La’Christian Hughues 

celebrate Valentine’s Day

     Valentines Day is the day of love. Couple 
will get together and do something. Friends 
and family exchange gifts between one anoth-
er. All in all, Valentines Day is for love. 
     Cynthia Flores and La’Christian Hughes 
have been together since April 19, 2018. They 
have been together for 9 months going on 10, 
so this will be their first Valentine’s Day to-
gether as a official couple.
    Hughes said, “We met in school, towards the 
end of freshman year.”  Their story evolved 
when La’Christian finally told Cynthia how 
he felt about her.
    Their relationship is serious and 
they both have plans for the fu-
ture that include the other.
    About whether their fu-
ture plans included marriage, 
Hughes said “Yes, 
around 4 or 5 years 
from now maybe 
less.”
    Flores agreed 
and said “Yeah, 
after I fin-
ish col-
lege.”
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The couple was asked “What they like about 
each other?”
 Flores said, “I like him because he 
takes care of me, he’s loyal, handsome, funny, 
makes me happy, and always knows what to 
say to make me feel better.”
 Hughes said that he likes “Cynthia be-
cause she’s crazy, overly honest, keeps me in 
check, and makes me feel at piece. Also I see a 
future with her.”
 Hughes has plans to surprise Cynthia  
on today’s holiday. He plans on showering her 
with gifts. They both agreed to shower each 
other in love. 
 Hughes is ready for the day. He said 
“Our first kiss was on Valentine’s Day last 
year. I hope this year will be as good as last 
year’s.”  
    Their first date was at the mall. Hughes 
took her to Texas Roadhouse for dinner. 

After they finished their food, they 
went shopping for clothes 

and candles. At the end 
of the date Hughes won 

a bear for Flores that 
she named “Boo”. 
 After the date 
Hughes knew that 
he loved Flores. 
 Hughes said “We 
had a great day. 
I knew that I 
would want her 
in my life for for-
ever after that. I 
had started fall-

ing in love with 
her.”
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$40 in March
$45 in April 

April 20
7-11 p.m.

job. And then comes home and goes to 
sleep. So, at this point, we barely see each 
other.,” says Petri. 
Petri’s mom is a single mom, who also 
worked at the Census Bureau. The only 
help that she could get was from herself 
and her 17-year-old son. Needing to take 
care of two kids, she had to pick up two 
waitressing jobs. Before the shutdown, 
Petri’s mom worked from 7am to 4:30pm, 
but now she had to work for much longer. 
Despite working at these two jobs, all day, 
she only made half of what she made at 
the Census Bureau. Petri had to get a job 
as well. He had to give up his free week-
ends to work from 4 to 11 p.m. On school 
days, he would go to school from 7 a.m. to 
2:40 p.m. and worked from 4 to 11 p.m., 
giving up his free time after school.
“I understand you think that the walls im-
portant. You need to save that for anoth-
er time and another place for now,” Petri 
said. “It’s just a political move.”
 Neither family has received any 
money back. It’s uncertain if many em-
ployees will at this moment. On the bright-
side, according to both families, they are 
pushing forward and handling this diffi-
cult time quite well. 
“Like I said, there’s not a lot you can real-
ly do about it. It’s just when they reopen, 
they reopen and when they shut back 
down again in two to three weeks, they 
shut down again,” says Key. “...as long as 
you just let the ship ride out eventually, 
everything will take care of itself.”

government 
shutdown  

continued from front page
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e-learning days:
valuable alternative or technology trap

March
1 Michael Leonhardt
2 Bailey VanWinkle 
Ashawnti Tucker
Will Sprouls 
3 Cheyenne Alexander 
4 Antoinya Brown 
5 Riley Martin 
Evie Schimpff
Nathan Bline 
6 Damian Davis 
7 Matthew McClure 
Mikaylie Boyd 
8 Chasten O’Neal 
9 Kristian Plummer 
Roscoe Henning 
11 Darrelle Brown
Ashley Haycraft 
12 Charlie Masingo 
Chase Dickey 
Aidan Craig
13 Ben Simpson 
Kylie Cain
Dagan Miele 
14 Derrick Orndorff
15 Brianna Elmore 
16 Reece Hughes
18 Breanna Able 
Connor Lotich
Savannah Jewell 
Jodi Horn 
20 Malik Jackson
22 Dillian Goddard 
23 Sam Boston
24 Hailey Draper 
25 Jacob Miller 
26 Mark Berkey 
Bailee Horn 
Tyler Carpenter 
27 Nathan Hyers 
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 Schools in Indiana were given an op-
portunity by the Indiana Department of Ed-
ucation to create an e-Learning program so 
students can do school work on snow days. 
Clarksville Community Schools Corporation 
(CCSC) chose not to take advantage of this 
opportunity.
 eLearning is an electronic learning 
strategy allowing access educational curricu-
lum outside of a traditional classroom. eLearn-
ing is not for everyone. Because eLearning 
courses offer the flexibility to fit into a stu-
dent’s available time schedule, an eLearning 
student must have the self discipline to work 
through the material on a consistent and reg-
ular basis in order to keep up with the rest 
of their classmates. Usually, a textbook is re-
quired just as it would be in a regular on-cam-
pus program. Although they may not be sitting 
in a classroom with other students, eLearning 
courses are often comprised of a group of stu-
dents who learn the material separately, but 
simultaneously and are expected to interact 
with one another about the material through-
out the week via discussion boards, typically 
through an online classroom management 
system.
 There are four major pros for eLearning. 
One, students will not have to make up snow 
days so their summer never changes. Two, 
students can work on school work throughout 
the day so that if they had something to do at 
a certain time they could stop and come back 
to it later. Three,using the eLearning program 
is cheaper because students don’t have to pay 
for trainers or equipment, they just need a 

device to work on. Lastly, students can take 
work anywhere where they have a connection 
because they aren’t confidded to one place to 
work.
 There are also four major cons for 
eLearning. One, no random free days for 
students. Two, there is a lack of structure 
because students won’t have the motivation 
they need to complete their work. Three, if a 
student does not have access to internet or 
a working device, they would not be able to 
complete their work in time. Finally, some 
students may not be able to work on comput-
ers as well as they work on paper. Students 
may feel more comfortable with written work, 
so working on a computer could cause them to 
struggle on completing the work provided.
 According to an IBM study, companies 
using e-learning tools and techniques to im-
prove the productivity of their employees is 
up by 50%. Corporations also estimate that 
25% of employees leave their current job be-
cause of lack of training opportunities. Com-
panies who provide e-learning opportunities 
generate 26% more revenue per worker. The 
knowledge retention of individuals has also 
increased by 35% through online learning. So 
there is a case to be made to discuss it in the 
future.
 Most can take either side to this argu-
ment. That eLearning is bad because not ev-
eryone has access to the internet at home and 
that eLearning is good because schools won’t 
have to make up snow days which means a 
normal summer. by Emily Kaiser   

April 
3 Abby McClanahan 
Maura Nieto 
6 Sean Atwood 
8 Presley Malone
Trinity Linnig 
John Tubman 
10 Savannah Grant 
11 Willow Martin 
Mohammed Alim
12 Tristan Palmer 
13 Bryanna Franklin 
14 Diondra Coats 
16 Ethen Swank
KeKe Greene 
19 Chandler Jones 
Mayson Stocksdale 
Robert Dickerson
20 Bryan Bodenbender 
Cristhian Velasquez-Gomez
21 Amber Amend
22 Lexeigh Flowers
23 Xander Wilson
24 Clayton Christie
Gradi Cunningham
Wayne Leffler
Richard Wheatley 
Alexia Welch
26 Nathan McElroy
27 Seth Wright
28 Taylor Crain
30 Sha’Nia Pratt 
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Sophomore Myah Bagshaw sets up a play during 
the Jan. 3 game with Scottsburg. The Lady Gener-
als ended the season in the first round of sectional 
with a 66-20 loss to Crawford County. Coach An-
tonio Grubbs gives the team instructions during a 
time out. This was Grubbs’ first sesaon as the Lady 
Generals head coach. photos by Bethany Johnson

Sophomore April Jackson brings the ball up the 
floor against Rock Creek in November. photo by 
Bethany Johnson

 “Come on ladies, blockout,” April Jackson yelled from behind 
the bench. She wanted more than anything to be able to help out her 
team and be on the court with them, but until that could happen she 
had to settle with yelling from the sideline and handing them waters 
during timeouts. On Dec. 12, 2017 Jackson tore her anterior cruciate 
ligament (ACL) ending her season and posting the start of the next 
season. Jackson played her first game of the 2018-2019 season on Nov. 
22 against Corydon Central.
 “I just cried and didn’t want to believe it because I love bas-
ketball so much. I didn’t believe the doctors until they showed me 
the MRI,” Jackson said. Jackson suffered from an ACL tear. The ACL 
is one of the two ligaments in the center of the knee that helps con-
nect the femur to the tibia. The injury most commonly occurs when 
suddenly changing directions, landing incorrectly when jumping and 
many other things dealing with fast paced physical activity. She had 
ACL reconstruction surgery on Feb. sixth and would miss a total of 29 
games. “ It was really hard watching the team play without me and I 
did it for almost year. I couldn’t help, so I felt useless.” 

 Jasmine Walker, Jack-
son’s best friend, would 
be at her side throuhout 
the entire injury process. “ 
Hearing her from the side-
lines while we were playing 
was really encouraging, we 
probably should’ve listened 
to her more often,” Walker 
said. The same year, Walk-
er would be a victim in an 
injury just like Jackson and 
has yet to make a return 
to the court. “Sitting next 
to her while the team was 
playing was actually pretty 
fun, we got to yell at all of 
our teammates.” 
 Jackson went through a 
painful surgery and many 
hours of physical therapy to 
get back onto the court with 
the rest of her teammates. 
“It was a lot between phys-
ical therapy three days a 

 New basketball coach Antonio Grubbs has been a big part and 
influence in the Lady Generals’ previous seasons as the assistant 
coach for five years. In November, when Coach Mark Prusinski re-
signed Grubbs stepped up and took the opportunity to be not only their 
coach but being their motivation and mentor.
 .  Grubbs said he has a lot of faith in the Lady Generals and he 
hoped to accomplish a winning record and to improve and rebuild the 
Generals’ foundation for years to come. 
 Grubbs said he enjoyed coaching as much as the girls enjoy playing 
because he understands the passion of working hard for the results wanted.  
“It was challenging, but I definitely witnessed growth in our young 
players. They will be better as a result of the challenges they faced this 
year,” he said. 
 “Moving forward, I’d like to see our youth programs improve in 
order to establish a great feeder system for our high school. I know we 
will be a lot better, we just have to do the groundwork,” Grubbs said.
 He was also open about his athletic history. He played basket-
ball most of his life and started playing  at the age of three ,Grubbs 
said he  knew it was a passion and then took his skills further on 
in high school and college. He played professionally for nine years in 
Greece, but never saw himself in the shoes of being a coach back then.

Jackson comes back from ACL tear

week, then to the gym 
and going to team prac-
tice and rehabbing with 
Kent,” Jackson said. 
ACL reconstruction in-
cludes removing the torn 
ligament and replacing 
it with a piece of tendon 
from another part of the 
knee or a donor and in-
cludes incisions around 
the knee. 
 Jackson’s coach-
es and teammates sup-
ported her through the 
whole process, but she 
also helped them. “She 
is our biggest cheer-
leader. She yells and 
screams and is just an 
overall good teammates. 
It really shows her work 
ethic,” head coach of the 
Lady Generals, Antonio 
Grubbs said,” While we 
were practicing she was 
rehabbing and she used 
us as motivation. It re-
ally shows her character 
because anyone could tell she wanted to be back out there. 
 According to a study by the American Journal of Sports Medi-
cine in 2017 showed that ACL reconstruction is the most common sur-
gery in female athletes, with over 25 percent of those injuries coming 
from basketball players. This number is much smaller in men’s bas-
ketball. For every one men’s ACL tear there is 3.6 female ACL tears. 
Only 26 percent of those athletes will return to their previous ability 
in their sport. 
 “That first game back I was very overwhelmed because I was 
told I was only going to play a few minutes and then I ended up play-
ing the whole game,” Jackson said. Although the team has not yet won 
a game, the team has been majorly impacted by Jackson’s return. The 
Lady Generals are back in action on Dec. 20 for the Holiday Tourna-
ment. 

by Alecia Bell
contributing writer

Assistant Coach Grubbs takes over
girls’ basektball team in November


